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CamIno De SantIago

Pilgrims have been walking the Camino de Santiago 

for centuries, following the many paths to Santiago 

de Compostela. Our journey on the Camino trail will 

let you enjoy the best of the French Way, from León 

to Santiago, by foot and by bus. Considered to be 

one of the most popular routes, it is without doubt 

the most historic Jacobean route. Its footprints can 

be traced back to the 9th century, a little after the 

discovery of the remains of the Apostle. The richness 

of its landscape and artistic qualities attracts pilgrims 

from all over the globe, that traditionally travel the 

Way on foot, by bicycle and by horse. It celebrates 

20 years of being declared a World Heritage Site by 

UNESCO and the first European itinerary.

Each day will include an easy 1 - 2 hour walk which 

will let you take in the atmosphere of the Camino. 

On this journey we will wander on and off the 

Camino and visit the best of what we can see on and 

around the route, not being restricted by needing to 

keep on the track, yet experiencing the best part of 

the walking and sightseeing.

Facts & Highlights
• 11 land days • Maximum 16 travelers • All meals 
included • Start and finish in Madrid, Spain  
• Experience the Camino Way from León to 
Santiago • Visit the cathedral and experience 
Pilgrim’s mass • Experience The Camino Finis-
terre - the End of the World • Enjoy the charming 
towns of Ponferrada and Melide • Sample Span-
ish cuisine

Departure Dates & Price
Sep 19 - Sep 29, 2019  $3995 USD

Sep 20 - Sep 30, 2020  $4195 USD

Activity Level: 2/3  
Comfort Level: Active, but comfortable.

accommodations  Comfortable hotels/inns 
with private bathrooms.
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We will enjoy the beautiful landscapes of the countryside 

of Galicia, taste the wonderful Spanish cuisine, visit 

Santiago de Compostela and journey to the Camino 

Finisterre, with its rocky shoreline, also known as the 

‘end of the world’ in medieval times.   

Day 1 • arrIval In maDrID
Upon arrival in Madrid, you will be met and transferred to 

the hotel. Enjoy a welcome dinner this evening. 

Overnight in Madrid.

Day 2 • maDrID to león
After breakfast we drive from Madrid to Leon with a stop 

in Segovia enroute. We will stop for a few hours to stroll 

around the charming old town, with its stunning main 

square, medieval walls and Romanesque churches. We will 

visit the the Jewish Quarter, “la Murella’ (the ramparts, 

which date back to the 11th century) and the Cathedral. 

We will also visit the famous ancient Roman aqueduct 

which has more than 160 arches, most in the original 

mortarless granite, and stands above Plaza Azoguejo in 

the heart of the city.

Overnight in León.

Day 3 • león, aStorga, rabanal anD 
PonFerraDa
We begin our day in León, a former medieval kingdom 

known as the ‘city of kings’. We will take a short drive to 

Astorga, a lively market town set atop a steep ridge, where 

we will have lunch. In the afternoon, we visit the amazing 

cathedral and the Episcopal Palace built by Gaudi (Barcelo-

na’s Sagrata Familia). Later, we drive to the “Mountains of 

Leon”, and walk from Rabanal del Camino to the famous 

“Cruz de Ferro” (1504m), highest point on the Camino 

Frances. We proceed to Ponferrada, a picturesque medi-

eval city, for dinner and overnight.

2

spain

madrid

leon
santiago

1234

1. ponferrada
2. villafranca 
3. sarria
4. melide
5. lavacolla

5



www.eldertreks.com 

Walk approx - 1h30, 6km/4 miles.

Overnight in Ponferrada.

Day 4 • PonFerraDa, vIllaFranCa
This morning we visit Ponferrada, a large town with a 

unique 13th century Templar castle looming over the 

river, and the remarkable 16th century basilica of Nues-

tra Senora de la Encina. Coming to the Bierzo valley, we 

can now see the mountains of O’Ceibrero and Galicia. 

In these mystical lands, we can start to feel close to the 

city of the apostle. We will enjoy a walk in the valley to 

Villafranca where we will have dinner and overnight.

Walk approx: 2h, 9km/5.5 miles.

Overnight in Villafranca.

Day 5 • vIllaFranCa, o CeIbrero,  
SamoS, SarrIa
After breakfast, we will have a short ride to the 

Camino where our uphill walk will take us to the pic-

turesque Celtic village of O Ceibrero. In this remote 

place we will get some of the nicest scenery the 

Camino has to offer. The village is unique in Spain, 

with its stone houses and thatched roofs (also called 

pallozas). Its church contains relics of a virgin saint, 

and bear witness of a 16th century miracle. Later 

our drive will take us through the mountains which 

offer incredible views.

Walk approx: 1h45, 8km/5 miles.

Overnight in Sarria.

Day 6 • SarrIa, PortomarIn, melIDe
After a leisurely breakfast, we will walk from our hotel 

to the Camino Trail. We begin with an easy ascent to a 

viewpoint over Sarria and down into the woods using 

what Galicia called “Corredoiras”, a forest trail used for 

pedestrians and hikers, through oak woods, which are 

so common in Galicia. We will have a short transfer 

and lunch in Portomarin. We will enjoy a visit to the 

village and its unique church. Upon arrival in the lively 

town of Melide, we have time to explore the town and 

its 16th century history before continuing on to our 
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hotel for dinner and overnight. 

Walk approx: 2h, 8km/5 miles.

Overnight in Melide.

Day 7 • melIDe, CaStle oF Pambre, 
lavaColla
After breakfast, we continue along the the final stretch 

of the French Way. Our walk takes us through peaceful 

forests and undulating farmland. Later this afternoon 

we will visit the castle of Pambre (14th century). We 

overnight in Lavacolla, which is the last stop where 

pilgrims would traditionally cleanse themselves before 

making the final journey to Santiago de Compostella.

Walk approx: 1h45, 8km/5 miles.

Overnight in Lavacolla.

Day 8 • Walk From lavaColla to San-
tIago De ComPoStella
Today we have our final walk to Santiago. Enroute we 

will see Monte do Gozo “Mount of Joy”. It is said that 

on this hill, the pilgrims, who could see the towers of 

the Cathedral for the first time, would fall down in 

rapture. We continue along the trail until we reach the 

famous “Plaza de Obradoiro” and the Cathedral, where 

the pilgrim’s mass takes place daily at 12pm. We will 

enjoy dinner and overnight in the center.

Walk approx: 2h 10km/6 miles.

Overnight in Santiago.

Day 9 • tHe CamIno FInISterre
Today we will enjoy a day trip to the Camino Finisterre, 

the medieval ‘end of the world’. Because Finisterre 

was considered to be the end of the known world in 

the Middle Ages, it held special spiritual and physical 

significance. We will see the famed lighthouse, Faro 

de Fisterra, which is one of the most recognized 

landmarks in all of Galicia. The lighthouse was built 

in 1853, and on a clear day, can be seen from 30 

kilometres out at sea. The coastline is rocky and 

treacherous and is known as Costa da Morte, or the 

Coast of Death. We will also visit the fishing village of 

Muros and the Cascada Ezaro, the largest river feeding 

waterfalls that empty into the Atlantic Ocean. We visit 

Vimianzo’s medieval castle and the village of Muxia, 

famous for its charming sanctuary by the sea. 
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We will return to Santiago for our farewell dinner and 

overnight.

Overnight in Santiago.

Day 10 • return to maDrID 
Today we transfer by bus back to Madrid, with a stop 

enroute for lunch and a stroll around a local town. We 

will overnight at an airport hotel.

Dinner and overnight around Madrid airport.

Day 11 • return to maDrID 
After breakfast you will be transferred to Madrid air-

port for your flight homeward.
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QueStIonS & anSWerS 
1. How big are the groups? 
Each group is limited to 16 participants. Small groups are 
an important ingredient in adventure travel. They allow for 
more interaction and more personalized service throughout 
the itinerary.

2. What is included in the tour price?
All accommodations throughout; all meals, starting with 
dinner on day 1 and finishing with breakfast on departure 
day (i.e. the last day of the ElderTreks tour); bottled drinking 
water throughout the trip; all internal transportation; airport 
transfers on day 1 and departure day (i.e. the last day of the 
ElderTreks tour); all day trips and entrance fees as outlined 
in the itinerary; tips for hotels (porterage), driver/guide, 
restaurants and spot guides; services of a trip leader.

3. What is not included in the tour price?
International flights, tips to ElderTreks tour leader, alcoholic 
drinks, visas and travel insurance.

4. are these “educational” tours?
Yes, in the broadest sense of the word, “educational”. We visit 
cultural sites and learn about the history, flora and fauna 
along the way.  This is only a portion of the educational 
experience. We believe that it is equally educational to meet 
local people on a non-commercial basis, visit their homes 
and even try to learn a few words in the native language. 
Sometimes the most “educational” moments are spent 
sipping a cold drink in a street market.

5 How do we travel during the tour?
All local transportation is included in the land price of the 
trip. We travel by bus and by foot.

6. What are our accommodations like?
We stay in comfortable, well-located accommodations that 
have private bath. Accommodations range from small family-
run country hotels (guesthouses) and manor houses to larger 
city-based hotels.

7. What about the weather?
Average weather in the mid 60’s to mid 70’s (18 - 24 C) during 
the daytime in the spring.   In the fall, the temperatures range 
from the mid 60’s to to the high 70’s (18 - 25C) during the 
day.   Evenings will be cooler with low’s in the 50’s (11-15C).

8. When is payment due?
A non-refundable deposit of $500 USD (plus insurance if 
you require it) is due at time of booking and will reserve 
your place on the tour. Payment of the full land cost is 
due 120 days before departure. Cancellation charges are 
applicable and are outlined in the “Terms and Conditions” 
section of our brochure.

9. Is medical insurance required?
Insurance coverage is not included in the cost of your trip. 
Please note that medical insurance is not required for this 
adventure but is recommended. ElderTreks offers compre-
hensive travel insurance and we are happy to provide you 
with a quote if you call our office. If you are purchasing 
insurance elsewhere, please ensure you provide the details 
to ElderTreks as soon as possible.  
*Please note those travelers with pre-existing medical condi-
tions must take out travel insurance at the time of deposit

10. What should I take on the tour?
There is a detailed “What to Bring” list in our Trip Kit, which 
we will send to you after receiving your booking deposit for 
the trip.

11. What meals are included?
All meals during the itinerary are included, starting with 
dinner on day 1 and finishing with breakfast on departure 
day. We eat a variety of local foods prepared in a wide range 
of settings. In many cases, we simply order a number of 
dishes and share, allowing you to sample new foods and 
decide what you enjoy best. 

12. Can you arrange my flights?
We would be happy to take care of your air arrangements. 
ElderTreks offers personalized flight itineraries — not 
group flights. Stop over enroute, come in a few days early, or 
extend your stay. Call us for a customized itinerary.

13. What if I would like more informa-
tion?
If you have any further questions about the trip, please do 
not hesitate to contact our office for additional information. 
A Trip Kit containing further details on the destination will 
be sent to you once you have booked on the tour.
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