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LIons anD TIgers of InDIa 

This may be the grandest wildlife adventure 

anywhere for those who are lovers of the BIG 

CATS - lions, tigers, and leopards!

India is not typically known for having lions, 

as they are normally associated with an African 

safari. Lions at one time roamed from southern 

Africa all the way to India. That band no longer 

exists and today lions typically roam only south 

of the Sahara in south and east Africa. There is 

however a small pocket in northwestern India 

where lions still roam in the wild. This remote 

and seldom-visited region features Gir National 

Park where we will search for the rare Asiatic 

Lion.

Our itinerary includes visits to three national 

parks in search of a myriad of wildlife including 

the Royal Bengal Tiger. Seeing a tiger in the wild 

must certainly rank as a true wildlife highlight for 

even the most seasoned traveler. We also search 

for a third big cat, near the area of Bera - the 

facts & Highlights
• 20 land days • Maximum 16 travelers • Start and finish 
in Delhi • All meals included • Includes 4 internal flights 
• Search for tigers in Bandavgarh, Kanha, and Tadoba 
National Parks  • Search for lions in Gir National Park 
• Search for leopards near Bera • Explore the sites of 
New Delhi, Ahmedabad, and Mumbai • Visit the famous 
Ramtek Temples and the erotic temples of Khajurahos 

Departure Dates & Price
Feb 06 - Feb 25, 2020  -  $6695 USD

Nov 06 - Nov 25, 2020  -  $6695 USD

Activity Level: 1  
Comfort Level: Some rough/dusty roads and long 
drives.

accommodations  We always stay in comfort-
able accommodations — hotels all have private bath or 
shower. Accommodations have been chosen on the basis of 
location, atmosphere, and local charm.
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leopard. We challenge anyone to find a wildlife safari 

where you can find lions, tigers, and leopards!

Our adventure also includes New Delhi, Mumbai, 

Udaipur, Jawai Dam, the famous Ramtek Temples 

and the erotic temples of Khajuraho.

Day 1  arrIve In new DeLHI
Arrive in New Delhi, the bustling capital of India, 

and transfer to our comfortable hotel in the 

city. This evening we will have dinner and our 

orientation meeting.

Overnight in New Delhi.

Day 2  CITy Tour of new & oLD DeLHI
We spend the day in Delhi, exploring some of the 

sights in both the “Old” and the “New” cities. In 
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Old Delhi, we visit the Jama Masjid - India’s largest 

mosque; and also enjoy a rickshaw ride through 

Chandi Chowk, Delhi’s famous “Silver Street”. In 

New Delhi, we see the Qutab Minar, Gandhi’s tomb; 

see India Gate - the “Arc de Triomphe” that leads to 

the Indian Parliament, which we drive through.

Overnight in New Delhi.

Day 3  fLy To uDaIPur
Today we have an early morning flight to Udaipur.

Udaipur is set in the Girwa Valley amidst the Aravalli 

Hills of south Rajasthan. Udaipur is a beautiful city 

- regarded by Indians and foreigners alike as one 

of the most romantic in India. It is a lovely city to 

explore with fairy tale white marble palaces, placid 

blue lakes and green hills that create a feeling of 

serenity. Udaipur is undoubtedly an oasis of color in 

an arid region of India.

Upon arrival we will have a walking tour of the 

small streets with a visit to an art studio for a 

demonstration of miniature paintings, an age old 

art form in Udaipur, symbolizing Rajasthan in many 

ways - colorful, detailed and opulent.  At sunset 

take a boat ride around the lake to get a different 

perspective of Udaipur’s beautiful setting. In the 

evening we will attend a culture show followed by 

dinner.

Overnight in Udaipur.

Day 4  JawaI Dam, rabarI vILLage 
LIfe
Today we drive to the area of Jawai Dam and visit the 

village of Bera, which is home to the Rabari Shepherds, 

a nomadic tribe of cattle herders. This area is also 

home to a big but very shy cat - the elusive leopard. 

The leopard roams in the wild here, which makes for an 

exciting safari. In the afternoon we will go for a village 

walk to meet the Rabari Shepherds and learn about 
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their history and traditions. If time allows, we will go 

for evening safari.

Overnight in Bera (near Jawai Dam)

Day 5  LeoParD wILDLIfe safarI
We enjoy both an early morning and afternoon 

jeep safari to explore the wildlife. The area of Bera 

boasts vast and varied vegetation and wildlife 

including the elusive leopard, the crocodile, the 

ever so mischeivous hyena, the mighty Bluebull, 

the graceful pelican, the Greylag Goose, Robin 

Accentor, Demoiselle Crane, and the Barheaded 

Goose to name a few. 

Overnight in Bera (near Jawai Dam).

Day 6  To aHmeDabaD, roofToP DIn-
ner
Today we will have a long drive to one of India’s 

largest cities, Ahmedabad. The Sabarmati River 

divides the city into sections with the ancient 

architectural remains contrasting sharply with the 

modern mills and factories in the newer parts of 

the city. 

Tonight we will enjoy a traditional dinner on the 

roof top of a beautiful heritage building.

Overnight in Ahmedabad.

Day 7  To sasan gIr naTIonaL Park, 
sabarmaTI ‘ganDHI’ asHram
After breakfast we visit The Sabarmati Ashram, 

a simple ashram that has had a profound affect 

on India. The following is taken from the official 

website:

“While at the Ashram, Gandhi formed a school 

that focused on manual labour, agriculture, and 

literacy to advance his efforts for self-sufficiency. 

It was also from here on the 12 March 1930 that 

Gandhi launched the famous Dandi march 241 miles 

from the Ashram (with 78 companions) in protest 

of the British Salt Law, which taxed Indian salt in 

an effort to promote sales of British salt in India. 

This mass awakening filled the British jails with 60 

000 freedom fighters. Later the government seized 

their property, Gandhi, in sympathy with them, 

responded by asking the Government to forfeit the 

Ashram. Then Government, however, did not oblige. 

He had by now already decided on 22 July 1933 to 

disband the Ashram, which later became asserted 

place after the detention of many freedom fighters, 

and then some local citizens decided to preserve 

it. On 12 March 1930 he vowed that he would not 

return to the Ashram until India won independence. 

Although this was won on 15 August 1947, when 

India was declared a free nation, Gandhi was 

assassinated in January 1948 and never returned.

Over the years, the Ashram became home to the 

ideology that set India free. It aided countless other 

nations and people in their own battles against 

oppressive forces.

Today, the Ashram serves as a source of inspiration 

and guidance, and stands as a monument to 

Gandhi’s life mission and a testimony to others who 

have fought a similar struggle.” 

After our Ashram visit, will begin a long drive to 

Gir National Park. Besides Africa, this is the only 

place in the world you can spot lions roaming free in 

the wild. With its dry and deciduous vegetation, it 

provides an ideal habitat for Asiatic lions. Although 

Gir is most famous for its lions, it also features the 

Chowsinga (4 horned antelope), in addition to over 

200 bird and over 40 reptile species. 

Dinner and overnight in Gir.
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Day 8  LIon safarIs

Today we will have morning and afternoon jeep 

safaris to explore the lions and other exotic wildlife. 

In 1913 due to over-hunting practices, the lion 

population had declined to 20. It was through the 

efforts of the Dungar Garh royal family that it 

became protected territory and in 1965 it became a 

national park. Today it covers approximately 1412 

square kilometres and is home to over 500 lions 

( the only place outside of the sub-saharan Africa 

where you will find wild lions.)

Overnight in Gir. 

Day 9  fLy To mumbaI, InDIan gaTe  
Today we fly from Diu to Mumbai, the most populous 

city in India. Home to 21 million people, it serves 

as the entertainment capital and India’s financial 

powerhouse. The city is diverse, vibrant and multi-

cultural. Upon arrival, we visit the iconic Gateway of 

India stone arch, built by the British Raj in 1924 and 

later enjoy dinner in the action packed city. 

Overnight in Mumbai.

Day 10  mumbaI sITes, CHHaTraPaTI 
sHIvaJI TermInus
We will explore the sights of Mumbai today, including 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, a bustling railway 

station that is also a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, and a brilliant specimen of Victorian Gothic 

architecture.  We visit the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

Vastu Sangrahalaya, formerly known as the Prince of 

Wales Museum. We will also visit the Dhobi Ghat, a 

laundry nook. 

Overnight in Mumbai. 

Day 11  fLy To nagPur, ramTek 
TemPLe

Today we take a short flight to Nagpur. Upon arrival, 

we check into our hotel before leaving for Ramtek 

temple. This temple site is believed to be the place 

where Lord Rama spent some time during his exile 

with his wife, Sita, and brother Lakshmana. The 

temple sites atop Mount Rama is made up of a cluster 

of temples mostly dating from 4th to 6th centuries.

Overnight in Nagpur. 

Day 12  To TaDoba naTIonaL Park, 
evenIng TIger safarI 
Sit back and enjoy the scenery today as we drive to 

Tadoba National Park, one of the finest and largest 

national parks in Maharashtra state. This beautiful 

and wild paradise has abundant dry deciduous forests 

and lakes teeming with rich aquatic life. 

This afternoon we have to opportunity to enjoy 

our first wildlife safari in search of the rare and 

magnificent Royal Bengal Tiger!

Overnight in Tadoba National Park.

Day 13  TaDoba - JeeP safarIs In 
searCH of royaL bengaL TIgers
We will enjoy both a morning and evening jeep 

safari in search of India’s national animal, which is 

also one of the biggest and most beautiful cats in the 

BIG CAT family - the Royal Bengal tiger. The hilly 

terrain provides perfect shelter for the animals, yet 

its excellent accessibility makes it an ideal area for a 

wildlife safari. 

Overnight in Tadoba National Park.
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Day 14  To PenCH, mornIng TaDoba 
TIger safarI

This morning, we have one last tiger/wildlife safari 

in Tadoba before continuing on to Pench National 

Park. 

Dinner and overnight in Pench National Park.

Day 15  To kanHa TIger reserve
Today we drive (approx 3 - 4 hours) to picturesque 

Kanha National Park. Animals you may see in the 

park include tigers, leopards, wild dogs, foxes and 

jackals, swamp deer, spotted deer, sambar, barking 

deer and Indian gaur (part of the ox family). In the 

afternoon enjoy a jeep safari arguably the most 

beautiful of the parks that we visit.

Dinner and overnight in Kanha.

Day 16  To banDavgarH naTIonaL 
Park
Today depart for Bandavgarh National Park, (approx 

6 - 7 hours) known for its large population of Royal 

Bengal tigers.  Bandavgarh is one of the better parks 

to search for the magnificent Royal Bengal tiger. In 

addition to our goal of seeing these majestic cats, 

we can also enjoy the incredible biodiversity of the 

tropical forests and grassland area of central India.

Overnight in Bandavgarh National Park.

Day 17  banDavgar - TIger safarIs
Today we have both a morning and an evening jeep 

safari in the famous tiger reserve in Bandavgarh 

National Park. We will search for the famed Bengal 

tigers, but we will also be on the lookout for white 

tigers, leopards, sloth bears, and deer. The area is 

also home to scores of bird species including eagles.
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Overnight in Bandavgarh National Park.

Day 18  TIger safarI, To  
kHaJuraHo
Enjoy your last wildlife and tiger safari before 

the drive to Khajuraho, a historical place which 

is famous for beautiful temples from the 12th 

century AD, and known for its erotic figures.

Overnight in Khajuraho.

Day 19  eroTIC TemPLes of 
kHaJuraHo, To new DeLHI 
Today enjoy a guided tour of the famous erotic 

temples of Khajuraho before lunch. 

After lunch we will drive to the airport to catch 

our flight to Delhi. 

Upon our evening arrival, we will have our 

farewell dinner and overnight at our airport hotel.

Day 20  DeParT new DeLHI 
Today we say goodbye to India and its majestic big 

cats. We transfer to the airport for our interna-

tional flights home.
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QuesTIons & answers
1. How big are the groups? 
Each group is limited to 16 participants. Small groups are an 
important ingredient in adventure travel. They allow for more 
interaction and more personalized service throughout the 
itinerary.

2. what is included in the tour price?
All accommodations throughout; all meals, starting with dinner 
on day 1 and finishing with breakfast on departure day (i.e. 
the last day of the ElderTreks tour); bottled drinking water 
throughout the trip; all internal transportation; airport transfers 
on day 1 and departure day (i.e. the last day of the ElderTreks 
tour); all day trips and entrance fees  as outlined in the itinerary; 
tips for hotels (porterage), bus driver, restaurants and spot guides; 
services of a trip leader.    

3. what is not included in the tour price?
International flights, tips to ElderTreks tour leader, alcoholic 
drinks, visas and travel insurance.

4. are these “educational” tours?
Yes, in the broadest sense of the word, “educational”. We visit 
many temples and historical sites, and develop an overview 
of Indian history and culture. But this is only a portion of the 
educational experience. We believe that it is equally educational 
to meet local people on a non-commercial basis, visit their homes 
and even try to learn a few words in Hindi. Sometimes the most 
“educational” moments are spent sipping a cold drink in a street 
market.

5. How do we travel during the tour?
All local transportation, including 3 domestic flights, is included 
in the land price of the trip. Most of the transportation is by bus, 
although we also travel by boat, jeep and on foot.

6. what are our accommodations like?
We always stay in good accommodations — hotels all have 
private bath or shower. Accommodations have been chosen on 
the basis of location, atmosphere and local charm.  

7. what about the weather?
There are wide variations in climate in India with winter, spring, 
summer, monsoon and autumn experienced in all regions. 
Generally, December and January are cool, with maximum 
temperatures around 70 - 75 °F (21-23˚C ), and minimum 
temperatures as low as 40°F (4˚C ). February and March are very 

pleasant, with temperatures starting to heat up in April, and 
peaking in late May at around 100°F (38˚C ). June to September 
bring the monsoon rains, followed by the October to December 
period that brings clear skies and cool weather.

8. when is payment due?
A non-refundable deposit of $500 USD (plus insurance if you 
require it) is due at time of booking and will reserve your place 
on the tour. Payment of the full land cost is due 120 days before 
departure. Cancellation charges are applicable and are outlined in 
the “Terms & Conditions” section of our brochure.

9. Is medical insurance required?
Insurance coverage is not included in the cost of your 
trip. Please note that medical insurance is not required 
for this adventure but is recommended. ElderTreks offers 
comprehensive travel insurance and we are happy to 
provide you with a quote if you call our office. If you are 
purchasing insurance elsewhere, please ensure you provide 
the details to ElderTreks as soon as possible.  
*Please note those travelers with pre-existing medical 
conditions must take out travel insurance at the time of 
deposit

10. what should I take on the tour?
There is a detailed “What to Take” list in our Trip Kit, which we 
will send to you after receiving your booking deposit for the trip.

11. what meals are included?
All meals during the itinerary are included, starting with dinner 
on day 1 and finishing with breakfast on departure day. We 
eat a variety of local foods prepared in a wide range of settings. 
In many cases, we simply order a number of dishes and share, 
allowing you to sample new foods and decide what you enjoy 
best.  

12. Can you arrange my flights?
We would be happy to take care of your air arrangements. 
ElderTreks offers personalized flight itineraries — not group 
flights. Stop over en route, come in a few days early, or extend 
your stay. Call us for a customized itinerary.

13. what if I would like more information?
If you have any further questions about the trip, please do not 
hesitate to contact our office or your travel agent for additional 
information. A Trip Kit containing further details on the 
destination will be sent to you once you have booked on the tour.
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