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Tonight we will have dinner at an outdoor
restaurant with a beautiful setting.

Overnight in Medina

DAY 16 TO AL ULA (UNESCO)

After breakfast we depart Medina by coach. Our
first stop is at the oasis of Khaybar and the site of
the ancient Jewish mountain fortress of Qamos.
Considered to be the “Masada” of Arabia, and once
home to a Jewish Tribe known as the Band Nadir.
This mountain site was the scene of an epic battle
in the 7th century. Afterwards, we continue on to
the Radwan viewpoint for a scenic view. (At this
time, Khaybar is closed and off limits. We will visit
this site once it is open again. In the meantime, we
will visit White Mountain, an impressive dormant
volcano).

We continue on to Al Ula. On arrival in Al Ula we
will transfer to our hotel in a beautiful setting.

Overnight in Al Ula

DAY 17 AL ULA SITES

Today we begin our exploration of Al Ula Old
Town, a place where pilgrims, travelers, and
permanent settlers have gathered through the
ages. Wander through the maze of remaining
adobe buildings and take in views of Al Ula Castle,
which dates back to the 10th century. Stroll along
Old Market Street to discover a variety of shops
featuring local artisans, entrepreneurs, and cafes.
Guests can enjoy cultural experiences, browse
handicrafts, and sample local specialty foods, all
offering insight into the unique heritage of Al Ula.

Next, we visit the Hijaz Railway station (subject

to public access). Al Ula has long been a hub of
travel and exploration. Construction of the railway
began in 1900, reaching Medina in 1908 and
opening to Damascus in 1913. Due to World War
I, the full planned 1,300 kilometres were never
completed, but the station remains an important

historical landmark.

We conclude our day at the Harrat viewpoint to
enjoy sunset over the old town of Al Ula, a stunning
perspective of this historic city.

Overnight in Al Ula.

DAY 18 VISIT TO MADAIN SALEH,
HEGRA (UNESCO)

This morning we transfer to the Hegra, also
known as Madain Saleh, or Al-Hijr, which

is an archaeological site located in the area

of Al Ula within Al Madinah region in the
Hejaz, Saudi Arabia. A majority of the remains
date from the Nabatean Kingdom. The site
constitutes the Kingdom’s southernmost and
largest settlement after Petra, its capital.

The archaeological site of Al-Hijr (Madain Saleh) is
the first World Heritage property to be inscribed
in Saudi Arabia. Formerly known as Hegra, it

is the largest conserved site of the civilization

of the Nabataeans south of Petra in Jordan. It
features well-preserved monumental tombs with
decorated facades dating from the 1st century

BC to the 1st century AD. The site also features
some 50 inscriptions of the pre-Nabataean period
and some cave drawings. Al-Hijr bears a unique
testimony to the Nabataean civilization. With

its 111 monumental tombs, 94 of which are
decorated, and water wells, the site is an outstanding
example of the Nabataeans’ architectural
accomplishment and hydraulic expertise.

This afternoon we enjoy a visit to Elephant Rock.
This spectacular rock formation resembles an

elephant with its trunk touching the ground. It is but
one of the many geomorphological wonders common
to this area, and an iconic landmark in Al Ula.

Overnight in Al Ula
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DAY 19 TOWADIAL DISAHIN4X 4’S AND
IT’S BREATHTAKING SCENERY!
TO TABUK

Today we will enjoy our scenic drive, which takes

us to the breathtaking natural beauty of Wadi Al
Disah. We change vehicles and travel in 4 x 4’s which
is necessary to explore the stunning landscape.
Wadi Al Disah is a lush oasis framed by towering
cliffs. Be prepared to be overwhelmed by the surreal

landscapes you will see today!

After our visit here, we will continue to Tabuk for our

overnight.

Overnight in Tabuk

DAY 20 SAUDI’'S GRAND CANYON;
TABUKFORT

This morning, we will take an adventure to Saudi’s
Grand Canyon in SUV’s with it’s spectacular views
carved over millions of years of erosion, we can enjoy
some small hikes while enjoying the many great views

of the canyon.

We continue back to Tabuk where we will visit the
historic fort, delightful bazaar and a cultural center

for some tea and to learn about the local culture.

Overnight in Tabuk

DAY 21 MOSES MOUNTAIN; TOMB OF
JETHRO; SPLIT ROCK

Although controversial, many researchers believe
that the real Mount Sinai is Jabal al-Lauz on the
border of Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Today we will
visit this mountain which many believe to be the
real Mount Sinai (Moses Mountain) in the old land
of Midian. We will visit the ancient site believed by
some to be the burial place of Jethro. The Nabatean
tombs here are impressive! We will also drive and
hike to the split rock. We will learn about the local-

compelling arguments as to why many believe this is
the ‘Land of the Exodus’, in the footsteps of Moses.
Any hiking today is optional.

Later in the day, we return back to Tabuk

Overnight in Tabuk

DAY 22 BAJDAH WILDLIFE RESERVE

Today we once again venture out in our 4 x 4’s to Ba-
jdah Wildlife Reserve. Today is more than just stun-
ning landscapes as we observe magnificent desert
animals such as Deer, Nubian Ibex, Arabian Oryx,
Idmi Gazelle, Rhim Gazelle, and Ostriches in their

natural habitat.

Overnight in Tabuk

DAY 23 TO TAYMA; 2000 YEAR OLD WELL

Our journey takes a new direction as we leave the
northern route behind, venturing south before
turning east. Today we arrive in the historic town of
Tayma, where we’ll explore its rich heritage through
ancient mosques, forts, and the famous 2,000-year-
old well. We will also visit Tayma Fort, also known

as Qasr Al Rumman, a mud-brick fortress originally
built in the 8th century, with further additions made
in the 18th century.

Overnight in Tayma.

DAY 24 TO PETROGLYPHS OF JUBBAH
(UNESCO); A’ARIF FORT; HA'IL SOUK

Today we drive to Jubbah, a UNESCO World Heri-
tage site famed for its thousands of impressive petro-
glyphs, or “rock art.” With so much to see, we will

focus on the most important and striking examples.

Next, we continue to the city of Ha'il and visit A'arif
Fort, a 17th-century mud-brick fortress perched on a

hill overlooking the city. Afterwards, we’ll explore the
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Ha’il Souk, where local craftsmen create items such

as incense burners in small, traditional shops.

Overnight in Ha’il.

DAY 25 TOBURAYDAH

This morning we depart for Buraydah. Upon arrival,
we’ll visit a local museum to learn about the history
and culture of the region. Next, we’ll explore the
bustling date market, where you can see and sample
a variety of dates, one of Saudi Arabia’s most prized
local products. We'll also visit a nearby salt lake, a
striking natural feature, before heading to a tradi-
tional handicrafts market to browse locally made

goods and witness artisans at work.

Overnight in Buraydah.

DAY 26 BURAYDAH -WORLD’S LARGEST
CAMEL MARKET; USHAIGUR HISTORIC
VILLAGE; SUNSET AT THE EDGE OF THE
WORLD;TO RIYADH

Today we visit the world’s largest camel market.
Each week, the Buraydah camel market comes alive
as vendors and buyers exchange riyals for camels,
sheep, goats, and goods such as saddles and blan-
kets. Thousands of camels are bought and sold daily
across a 2-square-mile area, making this likely the
most unique and overwhelming camel experience of

your life!

Afterwards, we will explore Ushaigur Historical Vil-
lage, one of the most beautiful traditional villages in
all of Saudi Arabia. Meander through its alleys and
tunnels, discovering different buildings and squares
from the ground, rooftops, and even from the tower,
which offers spectacular views of the village and sur-

rounding landscape.

www.eldertreks.com



DDVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVvVY

Later, we will drive to Jebel Fihrayn popularly known
as “the Edge of the World”, located 120km (75mi)
from Riyadh. Standing atop the 1,000-foot high
escarpment at Jabal Fihrayn, you find stretching be-
fore you an uninterrupted view of the horizon in all
directions, leaving you with the impression that you
are, indeed, standing at the very edge of the world.
The effect on one’s body and mind and soul is exhila-
rating. These cliffs rise dramatically from the desert,
stretching toward the sky like a great natural wall.
When you stand atop them and looking toward the
horizon, you have a prime view of the sky as it seems

to melt into the barren earth.

Overnight in Riyadh.

DAY 27 RIYADH SITES; FAREWELL
DINNER

This morning, after breakfast, we visit Riyadh’s Souq
Al-Zal, a shopping trip through time. The market
dates back to 1901, to the beginnings of modern
Saudi Arabia, and sits just a stone’s throw from the
Masmak Fortress; the site where, in 1902, a young
Ibn Saud and a small band of his trusted soldiers
crept up after dawn prayers, captured the governor,
and declared the return of the Al Saud family. A
treasure trove of traditional Eastern artifacts, the
souq is one of Riyadh’s major tourist attractions. The
word “zal” means “carpet” or “floor rug,” referencing
the patterned textiles so central to Middle Eastern
imagery.

Next, we visit the National Museum of Saudi Arabia,
a centerpiece of the King Abdulaziz Historical Center.
This impressive museum showcases the history of
Saudi Arabia, the royal family, and the formation of
the kingdom. Highlights include examples of Arabian
and Islamic art and architecture, a prehistoric ele-

phant skeleton, a huge meteor from the Empty Quar-

ter, rock graffiti from the Hejaz region dating back to
the pre-Islamic era, a copy of the Rosetta Stone, and

a replica of the Mada’in Saleh rock-cut tombs.

After exploring the museum, we enjoy a walk
through the outdoor gardens of the National Muse-
um Park. We then continue to the Hall of King Abdu-
laziz, which houses an extensive collection of historic
cars once owned by the King. Our final stop today is
Murabba Palace, one of the most important palaces
built by King Abdulaziz to accommodate his family.
Constructed in the traditional Najdi style using only
local materials, it offers a fascinating glimpse into

Saudi architectural heritage.

Tonight, we gather for a farewell dinner and remi-
nisce about our journey through Qatar, Kuwait,

Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia.

Overnight in Riyadh.

DAY 28 DEPART RIYADH

Today is the conclusion of our Arabian Gulf Ad-
venture as we transfer to the airport for our flights

home.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
1.HOW BIG ARE THE GROUPS?

Each group is limited to 16 participants. Small groups
are an important ingredient in adventure travel. They
allow for more interaction and more personalized

service throughout the itinerary.
2.WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE?

All accommodations throughout; all meals, starting
with dinner on day 1 and finishing with breakfast
on departure day (i.e. the last day of the ElderTreks
tour); bottled drinking water throughout the trip; all
internal transportation; airport transfers on day 1
and departure day (i.e. the last day of the ElderTreks
tour); all day trips and entrance fees as outlined

in the itinerary; tips for hotels (porterage), bus
driver, restaurants, national guides, and spot guides;

services of a trip leader.
3.WHATISNOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE?

International flights, tips to ElderTreks tour leader,

alcoholic drinks, visa’s and travel insurance.
4 ARETHESE EDUCATIONAL TOURS?

Yes, in the broadest sense of the word, “educational”.
We visit museums, national parks and reserves

and have talks and discussions on many aspects

of history, culture and nature. But this is only a
portion of the educational experience. We believe
that it is equally educational to meet local people on
a non-commercial basis, and even try to learn a few
words in the native language. Sometimes the most
“educational” moments are wandering through the

streets of a mountain village.
9.HOW DO WE TRAVEL DURING THE TOUR?

All local transportation is included in the land price
of the trip, as well as internal flights. The majority
of our travel is by bus or coaster, 4 wheel drives and
by train. We will have 3 opportunities to enjoy a tour

by traditional dhow, ferry and a yacht/catamaran for

snorkeling. We may also ride camels at some point

during the trip (optional of course).
6.WHAT ARE OUR ACCOMMODATIONS LIKE?

We stay in comfortable accommodations with private
bath. One night in the desert in either lodge rooms
with private bath or in tents with cushion/mattress

and shared toilette and bathing facilities.
7.WHAT ABOUT THE WEATHER?

The winter months are the best time to visit the
Arabian Gulf Countries with cooler average daytime
highs of 83°F-77°F (28°C-25°C). In the interior and
at nighttime, temperatures could drop to 65°F-55°F
(18°C-12°0).

8.WHEN IS PAYMENT DUE?

A non-refundable deposit of $500 USD (plus
insurance if you require it) is due at time of booking
and will reserve your place on the tour. Payment of
the full land cost is due 120 days before departure.
Cancellation charges are applicable and are outlined
in the “Terms and Conditions” section of our

brochure.
9.IS MEDICAL INSURANCE REQUIRED?

Insurance coverage is not included in the cost of
your trip. Please note that medical insurance is not
required for this adventure but is recommended.
ElderTreks offers comprehensive travel insurance
with Manulife for Canadian guests, and John
Hancock for American guests. Please CLICK HERE
to view and purchase your insurance policy today.

If you are purchasing insurance elsewhere, please
ensure you provide the details to ElderTreks as soon

as possible.
10.WHAT SHOULD I TAKE ON THE TOUR?

There is a detailed “What to Take” list in our Trip Kit,
which we will send to you after you have booked the
trip.
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11.WHAT MEALS ARE INCLUDED?

All meals during the itinerary are included, starting
with dinner on day 1 and finishing with breakfast

on departure day. We eat a variety of local and
international foods prepared in a wide range of
settings. In many cases, we simply order a number of
dishes and share, allowing you to sample new foods

and decide what you enjoy best.
12.CANYOU ARRANGE MY FLIGHTS?

We would be happy to take care of your air

arrangements. ElderTreks offers personalized flight

Elephant Rock

™

www.eldertreks.com

itineraries — not group flights. Stop over en route,
come in a few days early, or extend your stay. Call us

for a customized itinerary.
13.WHAT IF IWOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION?

If you have any further questions about the
adventure, please call our office for more details.
A Trip Specialist will be happy to answer your
questions. A Trip Kit containing further details on
the destination will be sent to you once you have

booked the trip.
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